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Commencement moved back to Main Hall lawn following student input
Wenshu Wang
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

In light of senior students’
feedback, President Mark Burstein
announced the final plan for
Commencement 2019 via email on
Thursday, May 9. Commencement
will be held on Main Hall Green on
June 9 at 10 a.m.
On
Tuesday,
May
7,
President Burstein sent the first
announcement about changes to
Commencement 2019 via email
to the Lawrence community. The
school intended to hold this year’s
Commencement ceremony at the
Fox Cities Performing Arts Center
(PAC) in Downtown Appleton
while maintaining the scheduled
time. According to Assistant to
the President and Secretary to the
Board of Trustees Jake Woodford,
this change was made due to
the usual Commencement tents
being unavailable along with the
unscheduled infrastructure repair
of the steam line that stretches
from Youngchild Hall to the
Conservatory. Due to these complications, the Main Hall lawn might
be muddy and soft.
Many comments, calls and
messages from members of graduating class and their parents were
received after this change was
made. Many were concerned about
having Commencement at the PAC

because the students want “as
many family and friends as possible to watch them walk across
the stage to witness in person
the culmination of their Lawrence
experience.”
Burstein and several administrators met with senior class
officers, Miranda Salazar and Hoa
Huynh last Tuesday. They decided
to hold a forum that afternoon for
the graduating class to voice their
opinions about the location. The
forum revealed that the school and
graduating class had different priorities. For the University administration, they wanted to shelter all
the participants and guests while
mitigating issues around accessibility. Providing a location that supports open, in-person attendance
and keeping Commencement in
its traditional location of the Main
Hall Green were the top priorities
of the forum participants.
In order to hear from more
students, a poll with context about
the pros and cons of each viable
option was sent to all members
of the graduating class. Polled
students overwhelmingly voted
to keep the Main Hall Green as
the Commencement location. The
choice of the Main Hall Green
means that the vast majority of
seating will not be covered by a
tent and the condition of the lawn
may be soft or muddy depend-

The Performing Arts Center in downtown Appleton was considered as a venue for this year’s Commencement ceremony.
Photo by David Baldwin.

ing on weather leading up to the
ceremony. This also means that
Commencement might be delayed
in the event of inclement weather. On the other hand, there will
not be a limited number for participants and a rain site will be
arranged to prevent cancellation
of Commencement in the event of
sustained inclement weather.

The poll was closed at noon
on Wednesday, May 8. According
to Burstein’s email, “The results
revealed a resounding preference
for Main Hall Green: 202 for the
Green, 69 for the PAC, total participation rate of nearly 80 percent
of the graduating class.” The rain
site will require tickets, and these
will be distributed to graduates at

the Commencement rehearsal on
Friday, Jun. 7.
Burstein wrote, “As a learning institution, civil discourse and
learning from differing perspectives are essential elements of the
education we provide and the values we uphold.” Please watch for
additional communication about
this change.

Lawrence International
Spring Formal
The Lawrence International Spring Formal, “Dancing With The Stars,” was held on Friday,
May 10, at Liberty Hall in Appleton from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. The dance featured a DJ, free food,
a bar and a photo booth. Shuttles drove students to and from the formal throughout the night.
Photos by Sarah Navy.

Kelly Vences, Megan Hunter, Ryshaun Brown, Janai Robbins, and Hyland Flores.

Son Nguyen, Luke Le, Ben Tran and Minh Le.
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LU alumnus returns to discuss
intersectionality in psychology
Molly Ruffing
Staff Writer

______________________________________

In order to “reflect on what
intersectionality means for psychology and how it can be integrated,” Lawrence alumnus, Alex
Ajayi ‘12, delivered a talk titled
“Intersectionality with Psychology:
Identity, Social Stress and WellBeing.” This talk occurred at 4:30
p.m. on May 9, in the Steitz Hall of
Science Room 102.
Ajayi is currently an Assistant
Professor of Psychology at
Augsburg University as well as
a behavioral health consultant
and research fellow at Hennepin
Healthcare Research Institute.
Ajayi graduated from Lawrence
with a Bachelor of Arts with a
major in psychology and a minor
in gender studies. This talk was
sponsored by both departments.
After an introduction by
Milwaukee-Downer College and
College Endowment Association
Professorship of Liberal Studies
and Professor of French Eilene
Hoft-March, Ajayi began to share
his research and passion about
intersectionality.
Intersectionality, as defined
by Ajayi, is a unique space where
domains meet or also how identities work together. Ajayi explained
this concept by defining identity as
a sense of self, personal perception,
roles, ideologies and social groups
amongst other factors and then
continued on by describing how
these identities intertwine. Ajayi
discussed how identities are molded by other identities and then
how this affects people.
Intersectionality has roots in
black feminism and has evolved
over the years. However, the field
of psychology as a whole has yet
to truly dive into intersectionality. According to Ajayi, this is
because psychologists desire
generalizability and universality.
Intersectionality complicates psychology further.
Ajayi explained the intricacies
of intersectionality by referencing a car accident analogy. In an
intersection, it can become difficult
to deconstruct causation and this
effort tends to leave information
out. This scenario could be applied

Sri Lanka
Curfew restrictions across the
nation of Sri Lanka have now
been in effect for a second night
in the wake of massive antiMuslim riots. The riots broke
out Monday night in response to
the massive shooting conducted
by Islamic terrorist groups on
Easter Sunday. However, the
riots, organized by a far-right
Buddhist group have seen an
elderly Muslim man stabbed
to death and massive property
damage to Muslim-owned shops
and mosques. The Sri Lankan
Muslim community, which constitutes about 10% of the island
nation’s population is now living in fear as the riots continue
to rage. The United Nations has
called for peace, but it is unsure
when that will happen. (BBC)

to discrimination and oppression
as well. According to Ajayi, “Major
systems of oppression are interlocking.”
As Ajayi explained, within
the margins there is still oppression and privilege. He continued
to explain this concept by discussing situations in which people may
negotiate their identities to ensure
safety or other motivations.
Ajayi also discussed the
importance of understanding the
process as well as the content
of identity. The process of identity refers to the development of a
person’s identity, and the content
refers to what that actually looks
like—including a person’s meanings, attitudes and beliefs.
Within his presentation,
Ajayi also discussed some of the
research he has studied—one in
particular about “developing a
measure of Black racial identity
content.” Through this research, he
identified several distinct identity
content categories. These include
ethnocentricity, Afrocentricity, centrality and critical consciousness.
With further study, Ajayi studied how dimensions of racial ideology are differentially configured
in others—or how these different
categories are mixed within one
person. This provided an opportunity to quantify the results and
potentially eliminate some of the
intricacies of studying intersectionality and identities.
Near the end of his talk, Ajayi
discussed research he is currently
working on. This research involves
the prevalence of depression
in Black men. Black men report
depression less often but experience depression more severely.
Participants will engage in resistance training to observe how
strength training will affect depressive symptoms as well as cardiovascular health.
Concluding Ajayi’s talk, he
was open to questions from the
audience. Following the questions about his research as well as
intersectionality as a whole, Ajayi
closed his presentation by stating,
“Intersectionality is a multidimensional approach…that pushes our
understanding of social categories.”

Photo Feature:
Black Student Union Cookout
Photos by Sarah Navy

Papo Morales, Nicholas Valentin, De Andre King, Juan Rivera and
Ethan Simmons

Smaylin Nicasio and Moreau Halliburton.

Passion Freeman.

Diversity and Inclusion Champions
Award Ceremony

Thursday, May 30, 4-6 p.m., Somerset
Join the Office of Diversity and Inclusion in honoring nominees and
award recipients who have utilized their personal power to assist
the University’s efforts to achieve inclusive excellence.
There will be food and music.
Addendum:

Tweet of the Week

“where is my tax return i need her”
-@crezylegzy

World

News

Compiled by McKinley Breen
Mexico
Mexico City has been engulfed in
its fourth day of dangerous levels
of pollution thanks to massive forest fires raging near the capital.
23 fires are currently raging with
over 700 having been reported
throughout the entire year. The
nation has experienced 77 days of
above average temperatures and
the fires have become so bad that
authorities are encouraging residents to stay indoors and avoid
contributing to the particulates
in the air by not cooking with
coal or wood and to not smoke.
The smoke from these fires is
also spreading and could have
wide-ranging consequences from
Central America to the United
States. (NBC)

Argentina
An Argentinian lawmaker by the
name of Héctor Olivares died on
Monday after being shot several
times on Thursday, May 9, outside
of the congress building in Buenos
Aires. Police do not currently think
that the attack was politically
motivated but rather that Olivares’
friend, Miguel Marcelo Yadón, was
the target. Yadon, shot five times,
was killed on the spot. Six people
have so far been arrested, all of
whom are connected to a local
gang. (BBC)

Iraq
The small but growing atheist community in Iraq is facing
increased persecution in the wake
of the country expelling the last
remnants of ISIS. Atheism has
seen a small uptick in the nation
after the U.S. invasion in 2003, but
now many in the Islamic scholarly
community and in the government
see it as a dangerous growing
trend that could endanger future
generations. Recent actions taken
involve the raid of a bookstore and
its atheist owner for selling works
that encourage the rejection of
Islam. (NBC)

In the May 10 edition of The
Lawrentiean, in “LUCCY News,” there were three
photos that without photo
credit. The top photo was
taken by Caroline Garrow,
and the other two were taken
by Sarah Navy.

Pakistan
The polio virus has been almost
eradicated across the world,
with only a few holdouts,
including Pakistan. However,
much effort has been put into
ending it, with polio cases
going from 300 in 2014 to just
15 last year. However, recent
anti-vaccination efforts in the
country have been reversing
much recent progress. In fact, it
has become so bad that a health
facility was burned down and a
health care worker was killed.
Cases of vaccine refusal have
gone from fewer than 250, to
over 80,000, with people claiming that the vaccine has left
their children sick. This new
challenge is being met by many
health organizations working
with the Pakistani government
and community members to try
to get people to willingly take
the vaccines. (Al Jazeera)
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“Names”
By Tia Colbert

Much Love, Little Lady
By Celeste Reyes

Horoscopes

The Signs as Default Fonts
in Outlook:
By Simone Levy
Aries (March 21 - April 19) - Impact
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) - Sitka Text
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) - Verdana
Cancer (June 21 - July 22) - Lucida Handwriting
Leo (July 23 - August 22) - Courier New
Virgo (August 23 - September 22) - Georgia
Libra (September 23 - October 22) - Corbel
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21) - Consolas
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21) - Franklin
Gothic Book
Capricorn (December 22 - January 19) - Century
Gothic
Aquarius (January 20 - February 18) - Lucida Console
Pisces (February 19 - March 20) - Verdana

Vegetable Day
By Allie

Lore-ence

Student outcry over new residence hall
It
has
recently
been
announced that there are plans
to make a new residence hall.
Lawrence University has struggled
with over-accepting students in the
last couple of years, and it has
been decided that another resident
hall will lessen the stress this has
on the rest of the student body.
The current plan is to construct
an upperclassmen dorm where the
Ormsby lake is put every year.
This has a lot of implications
for students at Lawrence. The
biggest one is that Lawrence can
accept more students two years
from now. There will be more
desirable housing for upperclassmen, which will leave more room
for underclassmen in the introductory residence halls. It will also
hopefully boost retention rates,
as having a residence hall to look
forward to is important for underclassmen. Because of the location,
it will be slightly closer to the
Conservatory than Ormsby, making it a happy medium between
Ormsby and Plantz Halls. It will
have similar benefits as Ormsby, as
it is Main Hall-, Stietz-, Youngchild

By Claire Zimmerman

Hall-, and College Avenue-adjacent.
Students can easily walk off campus because it is so close to downtown Appleton, meaning easier
access to the farmer’s market.
Despite so many positives to
this rumored addition, students
have raised several concerns about
the project. For one, there would
be less Main Hall Green space,
which means less space for lounging. This would also mean campus would appear more crowded.
Another concern is that it would
get rid of the Ormsby lake in the
winter. There is so little for students to do in the winter, and having an area for outdoor recreation
on campus is vital to the well-being
of the students. The Ormsby lake
has been recreated year after year
for decades. Getting rid of such a
treasured tradition would be devastating for alumni and current
students alike. Aside from the lake,
there is also concern about further
dividing the classes at Lawrence.
While there are benefits to having upperclassmen dorms, it will
lessen the amount of multi-class
housing. Lawrence prides itself

on having multi-class housing so
students from different years can
mingle. There is some concern that
this will impact the sense of community at Lawrence. There are also
concerns about how construction
will impact students. The hope is to
begin construction over the summer and have it finished by the end
of Fall Term 2020. In the meantime,
it means there will be a closure
of the Ormsby turnaround. There
will also be times when the front
of Ormsby will not be accessible to
students. This will make move-in
and -out very difficult for students
in Hiett and Ormsby Halls. There
would also be a hike in tuition costs
due to the costly building process.
Due to the great number of
concerns, students are speaking
up. Emails have been flooding the
administration’s inboxes, and there
have been a few signs staked into
the site in question. Their hope is
that the administration will listen
to them and decide to stop the
project before it starts. If this is an
issue that matters to you, use your
voice to join the collective outcry.
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Shoutout to the athletic trainers

Molly Doruska
Staff Writer

______________________________________

There are many different factors that contribute to
a successful athletic team. The
amount of work coaches and
athletes put into their programs is obvious. However, one
often overlooked, yet extremely
essential part of the athletics at Lawrence is the athletic
training department. The three
athletic trainers at Lawrence,
Ashley Rottier, Kelsey Sauer
and Matt Wilfuer, put in countless hours of work. They are
at almost every team practice,
every home competition and
spend extra time working with
athletes through injury evaluation and rehab. Simply put,
the student-athletes would not
be able to do what they do at
Lawrence without our athletic
trainers.
While everyone would
like to be in a world without
injury, this simply is not realistic. Athletes are constantly

pushing their bodies to their
limits, which means that they
are bound to push too hard
and get injured once in a while,
especially athletes competing
in a contact sport. The athletic
trainers are there for Lawrence
student-athletes to diagnose
not only injuries but also so
much more.
Their small staff requires
each trainer to serve multiple
teams at a time, but despite this,
the athletic trainers are able to
find small chunks of time to
get to know every athlete as an
individual. The athletic trainers
want to know how your injury
is progressing, whether good or
the bad, but they also want to
know how life is going outside
of athletics. For many athletes,
they have become another support system at Lawrence. The
athletic trainers see studentathletes at some of their lowest
points suffering in pain from
injury, but are also there to celebrate the high points of successful competition after hours

and hours of rehab.
“The athletic training team
is a huge aspect to my performance as an athlete,” said freshman track and field team member, Sarah Klemme. “I came into
Lawrence with a torn labrum
and anterior subluxation of my
left shoulder and torn tendons
in my left foot. The trainers
have been extremely helpful
with physical therapy for my
shoulder and I am grateful. I
could not compete to the best of
my ability without the trainers
providing care, ice bags, heating pads and many, many other
instruments to heal the body.”
In addition to all the fantastic work that the athletic
trainers do, the athletic training room can also be a source
of camaraderie among athletes
of different sports. Often there
will be many different people
from multiple different sports
in the training room at the same
time doing exercises or getting
treatment. The training room
is often filled with conversa-

tions about how different seasons are going and progressing,
but conversations also venture
into topics outside of athletics.
The athletic trainers also have
different ways of creating a fun
environment, as there are frequent games on the whiteboard
and the highly anticipated questions of the day. While these
may seem like small gestures,
this helps to create a light, fun
atmosphere. Frequently, injury
rehab can be painful and unenjoyable, but the athletic trainers
at Lawrence really create an
environment that shows that
injury rehab can be entertaining as well.
As I end my athletic career
at Lawrence, I am extremely
thankful for the wonderful athletic trainers that have treated my injuries over the years.
I have had my fair share of
injuries ranging in cause from
tripping over the sidewalk to
general overuse, and the athletic trainers have been there
for my recovery every step of

the way. Without Graston, one
of a number of manual therapy
approaches that uses instruments with a specialized form
of massage/scraping the skin
gently, on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday and thirty minutes
of exercises every day of the
week, I would not have been
able to compete. Additionally, I
have developed a strong relationship with the athletic trainers in my time here, as they
have become people that help
me when I am frustrated and
a group to celebrate the good
performances with.
The athletic trainers, by
taping ankles, filling ice baths
and bags, doing Graston, suggesting exercises and so much
more, keep the Lawrence student athletes in peak form so
they are able to do their best on
the field, court, track, rink, in
the gym or in the pool.

Ultimate frisbee: Creating future leaders
Kelli Quick
Staff Writer

______________________________________

The ultimate frisbee club,
the LU Frisbee Association,
requires its members to combine the skills of precision and
athleticism in order to be successful. Every member of the
team has joined for their own
personal reasons. Junior team
caption Hannah Goodrich said,
“I started playing ultimate my
sophomore year of high school,
and I instantly fell in love with
it. I knew wherever I went to
college, I wanted to continue
to play ultimate there. When I
heard Lawrence had a team, I
was very excited. Ultimately, it
was Rachel Cole that got me to
join the team. It was the very
beginning of my freshman year,
and Rachel was eagerly sitting
on a bench outside of Warch
[Campus Center] asking any
freshmen that walked by if they
played ultimate. Her love and
enthusiasm for the team made
me even more excited to join.”
Fellow junior Cas Burr also
chimed in, saying, “I became a
part of the frisbee club when
a senior named Daniel Wear
asked if I wanted to join. I
played catch on the Main Hall
Green with the team during
welcome week and the rest is

history. I played a little bit my
junior and senior year of high
school, but not much.” Each
member’s story is different, but
the passion that drives them is
the same.
Ultimate frisbee is fairly
uncommon in comparison to
regularly covered sports like
football, soccer or baseball,
which makes it a little hidden
within the athletic community. As Goodrich said, “There
are a lot of things that makes
this sport challenging. One of
which is the amount of running. It is very much an endurance sport and new players are
often amazed by how much you
have to run in a short playing
time. Another personal challenge for me is being able to
throw the disc well in the wind.
The frisbee is just a thin piece
of plastic, so when the wind is
pretty strong you have to adjust
things like your grip, the angle
of release and amount of rotation. There’s a lot to think about
in the few seconds you have to
throw the disc and that is something I would love to improve
upon.” The technicalities of the
sport are very specific, which
makes it extremely intriguing to
many. Unfortunately, that interest doesn’t always carry over to
commitment to the team.

Burr said, “It can be hard
to gain interest in the club at
times, so I would say attendance is the biggest challenge.
We have a pretty solid team
at the moment, but it’s always
great to have new people. I
want to get better at recruiting.”
Like many other extra-curricular activities, there are many
layers associated with the motivation behind participation.
Being a part of the ultimate frisbee team isn’t all about playing
ultimate frisbee. Goodrich commented, “Ultimate has taught
me patience as well as how to
work as a team. As a club team,
we don’t necessarily have a
coach, so we rely on the knowledge of our players to teach
each other. Sometimes that can
be difficult, but it allows us to
grow together as a team and
build trust.” Burr shared the
same sentiment: “The biggest
lesson that frisbee has taught
me is that being a team is crucial. The games where we have
played the best are the ones
where everyone touches the
disc and gets involved.”
Like many other college
experiences, ultimate frisbee
gives people awesome memories to hold onto. When asked
about her favorite memory,
Goodrich replied, “For Spring

Break, the team typically goes
to South Carolina for a tournament. My freshman year, we left
campus on a Friday evening,
and drove straight through to
South Carolina on a 20-hour
car ride. I remember early
Saturday morning we were
somewhere in West Virginia,
everyone in my van woke up
at the same time to sing John
Denver’s ‘Country Roads, Take
me Home,’ and then I promptly
fell back asleep.” When Burr
was asked the same question,
he said, “I loved the Knox tournament this year. It was our
first tournament as a mixed
team, and we got better and
better every game. We really
started to bond during that
tournament.”
Besides having a fun time
playing the game, there are also
other reasons to play. Goodrich
commented, “I have gained a lot
of leadership experience from
this club. This is my second
year now as one of the captains
and in these past two years, I
have grown so much as a leader.
I feel so much more confident
with my ability to teach newer
players and help run a club.
And with one more year left to
go, I hope to grow even more.”
Burr also commented, saying,
“I want this club to become

more and more inclusive as the
years go by, and I want people
to know that this sport is a ton
of fun to play! Something I’ve
already gained is a love for the
sport and being the leader of a
team.”
The love for the game
carries over to the respect of
the game. “I love the level of
sportsmanship that comes with
playing ultimate,” expressed
Goodrich. “Ultimate is a selfofficiated sport (meaning there
are no referees), so there is a lot
of self-accountability and teamwork that happens. Players can
call fouls on themselves and
other players which creates a
very open and honest environment on the playing field. This
is what I feel makes ultimate
so unique from other sports,
and it is definitely one of the
reasons I fell in love with it.” A
self-officiated sport requires a
lot of respect for the game and
each other. What’s not to love
about that?
Ultimate frisbee is always
looking to have new members
join in on the fun. Reach out if
you want to try and participate
in this opportunity to be a part
of a great team with wonderful
leaders.
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Track and field successes at the conference championships
Tina Schrage
Staff Writer

______________________________________

This past weekend, the
Lawrence University men’s
and women’s track teams competed in the last meet of the
regular season: the Midwest
Conference Championship. This
was a meet where the Vikings
raced against all the teams in
their conference with a chance
to qualify for Nationals. The
meet spanned over two days,
Friday and Saturday, May 10
and 11, respectively. The
Vikings travelled once again to
De Pere, Wisconsin to compete
on St. Norbert College’s track to
compete. The weather finally
proved to be pleasant and was
perfect for the event.
“The conference meet
was a really positive experience for most of us, if not just
because there was a lot of team
bonding,” stated senior Josh
Janusiak. “The weather was
incredibly nice for running and
field events most of the time—
about 60 degrees and sunny
both days.” There were some
exceptional performances from
Vikings, and there were some
challenges as well. Senior Molly

Doruska, with an already phenomenal performance in her
parting season, placed sixth in
the 10,000-meter run with a
time of 40:38.45. In the same
race, but for the men’s side,
Janusiak placed first with a
time of 31:07.75, and junior Joe
Kortenhof placed third with a
time of 31:29.95. In the 3,000meter Steeple Chase, freshman
Leah Hawksford had an unfortunate fall into the water pits
and hurt herself, but she still
finished strong in her event
in ninth place with a time of
12:44.50. Doruska finished fifth
in the 5,000-meter run with a
time of 18:54.99, competing in
an exciting race at the very end,
finishing a mere eight-tenths
behind fifth place. Janusiak
finished third in the men’s
5,000-meter run with a time of
14:55.56, while Kortenhof finished a couple seconds behind
him in fourth place with a time
of 14:57.49. The Viking men finished in ninth place overall, only
five points behind Knox College,
while the Viking women finished with nine points, tying for
eighth place with Knox College.
The Vikings are looking
forward to a few team members competing in the Last

Chance Meet for a final chance
to qualify for Nationals next
weekend. As it looks right now,
Janusiak is placed sixteenth
overall in Division III in the
10,000-meter run. The top 20
competitors in each event will
travel to Ohio and compete in
Nationals. Kortenhof is another
viable option for a runner in
Nationals, but he would have
to run quickly during the Last
Chance Meet in order to qualify.
During the final two weeks of
the season, the Vikings will continue to work hard and hone in
on their techniques while also
participating in team activities.
After the season is over, the
seniors will depart while everyone in their stead will start
prepping for next year.
“We will most definitely
miss the seniors,” commented Assistant Coach Lisha Zill.
“They are all great leaders
and have not only lead with
great performances, but off
the track as well in academics
and team activities. [Janusiak]
leaves some very big shoes to
fill on the men’s distance side.
[Doruska] also on the women’s
distance side, she had an amazing outdoor season and really
blew everyone away.” All of the

seniors worked together to create a large family and impacted
the team dynamic greatly as
they grew. Not only will the
seniors be missed by all of
those left at Lawrence and the
coaches, but the senior Vikings
will also miss the team that
they have bonded with over the
past four years. However, they
have no fear that the younger
Vikings will have any trouble
moving forward next year. “The
rest of the senior class and I will
really miss this team, because
we have many very kind and
wonderful people on our team
who I know will go on to do
great things,” added Janusiak. “I
don’t think our team will have
any problem continuing with
strong leadership.”
The season will end on a
positive note for most of the
Vikings, as their last big meet of
the season shaped up exactly as
planned, if not better for some
of the athletes. The last thing on
their agenda for the season is
their team banquet where they
will honor many of the Vikings
on the Track and Field team
and where the seniors will be
able to say their final farewells
to their friends and teammates.

Lawrence University Vikes for life
Madeline MacLean
Sports Section Editor

______________________________________

My fellow seniors and I are
officially hanging up our jerseys
for good and are packing up our
belongings from our lockers for
the last time. These actions fill
us with a million mixed feelings. I’ve had so many people
over the last couple of weeks
approach me asking about my
emotions regarding being done
with my sport. It seems as if
they believe I should be ecstatic
about being done. I mean, I get
it, why shouldn’t I?
I’ll have no more morning
practices or lifts, which means
sleeping in more often. No more
games on the weekends, which
means more time to do whatever I want. There’s no longer a need to be at Alexander
Gymnasium for over four hours
a day, every day, which means
I’m actually doing my homework at a decent hour. Everyone
who has never played a sport is
focusing completely on these
aspects of being a retired college athlete, but all I can think
about is the piece of me that
now seems to be missing, and I
can’t imagine my fellow seniors
feel much different.
You see, as I look at my
jersey, the one that I will never
wear again, I can’t help but get
flooded with emotions because
I know that it is more than
just a jersey. There are so many
memories attached to it. As I
put my glove into my backpack
to take home without knowing

if it will ever get used competitively again, I think about all
that I have done throughout
my career. My participation in
softball has been a key part of
my life for 16 years. The most
important thing in my life is
over, and I’m supposed to be
relieved? No.
I’m not ready to give it up,
so I just keep replaying it all in
my head. I close my eyes and I
can see myself holding my state
championship trophy with my
dad standing next to me with
tears in his eyes from how
proud he was of me. I close my
eyes and see the dance-off that
my team had against Beloit this
year (we won, obviously). I can
see the moment when someone
hit a home run off of me for the
first time. I clearly recall all the
heart-to-hearts I had with my
teammates that made us into
a family instead of just a softball team. I remember losing
by 15 and winning by 15. Each
and every memory is one that
I savor, refuse to let go of and
wish I could experience for the
first time all over again. So, no,
I’m not relieved to be done, but
I am happy for what I got to do.
Everything that I have
experienced through the participation in athletics has shaped
me into who I am. It has taught
be what it means to work hard
and get rewarded and what it
means to work hard, get beat
and bounce back asking for
more. Athletics have taught me
how to have hope, how to be
compassionate and competitive

and the importance of good
juju. The gym has given me a
place to escape to when I need
a place to feel safe. The batting cage has given me a place
to burn off steam by obliterating ball after ball until I’m
five buckets deep. The field has
given me a sense of power and
confidence that are essential.
Athletics have given me everything, so what am I supposed
to do now?
I suppose time will pass.
I’ll pick up a new hobby and
start focusing on other things
in life, and everything will be
fine and dandy. At least, that’s
what everyone is telling me.
They might be right, but at this
point in time, it is hard to see
it that way. Prior to the start of
my final season, I used to fear
that one day I would come back
to watch someone else wear
my jersey on a field that doesn’t
seem as big as I remembered it,
playing a game that I now can
only play through my memories, and I would feel like I no
longer belonged there. I used
to have this fear. After finishing my last season, that fear no
longer exists.
I have learned that just
because the season ends and
my athletic career follows with
it, it doesn’t mean that the
sport leaves you empty. There
is no erasing of the mark that
athletics has left on your soul.
The game will always be a part
of you. The family that you
built because of it will always
be there. Many teams here at

Lawrence emphasize this fact.
For example, the women’s basketball team has the motto “WE
> me,” and the softball team has
“F.A.M.I.L.Y” which stands for:
Focus, Accountability, Mudita,
Intention, Lion-heart and YOU.
Despite many of our athletics
teams not seeing a lot of success record-wise, there is a lot
of success in the heart of the
department. Every coach is
dedicated to their players’ wellbeing, success and overall performance. Every athletics staff
member makes a point of being
part of the athletes’ lives. Every
single athlete is there for each
other, because not only are we a
part of individual teams, we are
a part of the Lawrence Athletics
team as a whole. Without softball, I wouldn’t have been here.
Without softball, I would not
have the teammates that have
turned into friends and from
friends to family.
So, yeah it’s happening. It
happens to everyone eventually. Every athlete will eventually
experience the moment that
they hang up their jersey for
the last time. Soak it in. Feel sad
because the ending of a career
is a hard thing to go through,
and that’s okay. However, while
it might be an end to a career, it
is not a goodbye. Athletics have
a way of impacting us for life.
Trust in that. Be happy with
what you were able to accomplish. Celebrate it. Above all,
believe in the truth of “Once a
Viking, always A Viking.”

STANDINGS

STANLEY CUP
PLAYOFFS
EASTERN
BOSTON VS. CAROLINA
(3-0)

WESTERN
ST. LOUIS VS. SAN JOSE
(1-1)

NBA FINALS
WESTERN
GOLDEN STATE VS.
PORTLAND
(1-0)

EASTERN
MILWAUKEE VS. TORONTO
(0-0)

*Updated as of 05/15/2019*

UPCOMING HOME EVENTS
*BLU CREW AWARDS
May 17
6:00 p.m.
Mead Witter

Standings are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
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Real Womxn’s Voices: Emilia Ciotti-Hernandez

Smailyn Nicasio
Columnist

_________________________________________________

To identify as a womxn is to expect solidarity with others who identify the same
way. The assumption that there is a universal womxn experience erases the nuances
and variety that exists. This column seeks to
address those intersections in an effort to celebrate and deconstruct the reality of womxnhood in the various ways it is expressed.
Emilia Ciotti-Hernandez knows people
tend to look at her and immediately categorize her a certain way. It is that split-second
decision that erases not only her family background but much of her identity. She equates
assumptions with limitations and actively
tries to avoid them in her life.
Assumptions about Ciotti-Hernandez’s
race have been common in her life. It is
easy to imagine that her hometown of New
York City would treat a unique identity such
as hers well. She described the city with
affection and gratitude and said there is
“an automatic privilege being from there,
because [New York City] is a lot better about
accepting people than a lot of other places in
this country.”
While comparison certainly places New
York on a pedestal, Ciotti-Hernandez insists
that it is far from the haven of diversity its
portrayed to be. “It can be very nurturing
and warm despite being so big,” she said.
“But you’re trapped in this bubble. A lot of
New Yorkers have the same or very similar
mindsets, which can be dangerous.”
In a city that hears over 800 languages daily, she received wide berths if she
ever spoke Spanish. Even her closest friends

Freshman political science major Emilia Ciotti-Hernandez.
Photo by Sarah Navy.

would look at her with surprise as if they had
forgotten that Spanish is her first language.
Ciotti-Hernandez spent the first five
years of her life in her father’s native country
of Cuba. Her American mother would spend
those years traveling between New York and
Cuba before the family resettled in the neighborhood of Washington Heights.
Her mother spoke “perfect” Spanish
after learning it in college, so English wasn’t
a language Ciotti-Hernandez heard until she
moved to America. She spoke of her background proudly and feels that it serves as
necessary proof for her identity.
Ciotti-Hernandez notices that those in

the Latinx community treat her with hesitation. She finds it difficult to be upset about
this reaction because she can pass as white
and recognizes the immense privilege that
comes with her external appearance. She
said, “Because I look more like my mom,
people don’t even think I’m Latinx. I try not
to care about it, but deep down I do. I’m
uncomfortable with the way people look at
me, but that doesn’t change the way I see
myself.”
She recognizes that the tendency to
stereotype within communities limits total
acceptance of those who are outside the
margins or don’t fit the superficial definition

of identity. She knows she belongs in the
community, but it is challenging when the
reception isn’t welcoming.
Ciotti-Hernandez envisions herself
working in social welfare, improving the living conditions in Cuba. “I’ve seen what injustice is [in Cuba],” she explained. “It’s repressive there. They still have ration cards, and
there still is corruption in the government.”
Her parents decided to raise their family in
the United States because they wanted their
children to have “the freedom that didn’t
exist in Cuba.”
The move to the United States didn’t cut
their familial ties in Cuba. The family was
forced to make illegal trips to Cuba the first
eight years of Ciotti-Hernandez’s life to visit
cousins. Her parents, while madly in love,
falsified their marriage certificate in Cuba so
her father could leave the country.
She attributes their decision to the terrible international relations between Cuba
and the United States that continue today.
She hopes that her political science degree
will lead to eventually having a hand in
mending relations between the two neighboring countries.
Ciotti-Hernandez’s parents’ decisions
all those years ago continue to influence her
in all the best ways. Without her mother’s
persistence, she would never have found the
theatre community. The emphasis on community effort and acceptance of individuality
she has found there is unparalleled.
Whether she was acting or stage managing at her community theatre, she always felt
like she was a part of something bigger than
her. “I learned so much about empathy and
emotions because of theatre, so I try [in my
life] to ask ‘why’ before judging.”

Work It: Warch Campus Center information desk
Karina Barajas
Columnist

_________________________________________________

This week I want to recognize the individuals I see working hard in the Warch
Campus Center every day—the information
desk student workers. There are typically
two students at the desk. Worker one logs in
daily interactions with people, directs calls
and manages the register. Worker two runs
around finding equipment, keys for rooms,
bikes and van rentals, lost and found items
and helping out with wheelchair access.
The full-time desk worker typically
works eight to ten hours per week. Junior
Jesus Sanchez and seniors Hoa Huyen and
Dinardo Rodriguez love their jobs and agree
that one of the perks is being able to do
homework while helping people.
Sanchez is an ethnic studies major with
an innovation and entrepreneurship minor.
He is also the vice president of Kids Give and
a member of Allianza. His responsibilities
at the desk include accessing storage in the
cinema, opening up conference centers and
answering phone calls.
He has been working at the info desk
for a year. His favorite part of the job is
when people call Lawrence, but don’t know
they have called Lawrence. For example, one
caller thought he was speaking to a water
factory. Spontaneous calls like this make
Sanchez’s day.
He typically works six hours per week,
but is willing to take other worker’s shifts
when needed. Sometimes it is challenging
not to give a blank stare when neither he nor
his coworker knows how to answer a question. He is commonly asked what movies are
playing, what the hours are for the Commons
and when performances in the theatre and
chapel are.
The craziest call he ever got was from
someone who wanted to donate rocks.
Sanchez recommends this job to anyone
who is charismatic, wants to help people
and knows what activities are happening on
campus.
Huyen recently retired from being the
information desk manager, but is still an
information desk worker. She is an economics major. She has worked at the info desk for
three years since her sophomore year. She

Senior information desk worker Dinardo Rodriguez.
Photo by Zhixuan Lyu.

works seven to eight hours per week. Her
favorite part of the job is being one of the
first people guests see when they walk into
Warch. She has acquired excellent communication and customer service skills. She was
a student tour guide, but likes the information desk more because the tasks are more
relaxed.
The most challenging part of the job is
putting on a happy demeanor on days when
she is sad. The most valuable skills she has
learned are professionalism and answering
questions. She knows how to direct visitors
to different people and departments, and to
do that she has to think on her feet and know
the school very well. The most challenging
part of the job is that sometimes people will
call and complain about their lives. She rec-

ommends this job to those who want to be
experts on Lawrence.
Rodriguez is a government major and
economics minor. He is also a member of
J-board and Kids Give and is a department
assistant for the innovation and entrepreneurship department.
At the information desk, he handles
complaints and questions people might have
ranging from Wi-Fi passwords to bike rentals and has to know about special events
and room reservations. Rodriguez has been
working there for three years. He heard
about the position freshman year and liked
the aspect of being able to work while studying. He used to work for Career Services and
did not have time to study.
He believes working the information

desk is a good way to make friends and help
people. He works from 8 a.m. till 2 p.m. on
Saturdays to get in most of his hours, but
some workers may space it out throughout
the week. He believes the job requires communication skills and social intelligence.
A good desk worker is someone who
is able to gauge the reasoning behind
questions. The worst part about the job is
repeated questions. Parents and prospective students often call about admissions.
Sometimes they will ask about meetings in
rooms he is not familiar with.
There is one woman from Appleton who
asks about different events and he has to
read out the event calendar for half an hour.
He recommends this job for anyone looking
for a work and school balance.
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Signature Style: Moreau Halliburton
Julia Balestri
Columnist

_________________________________________________

I have always been interested in fashion
as a type of wearable art. I believe there is
so much room for creativity every day when
a person decides how to decorate their body.
At an early age I became involved with sewing and thus formed my fascination with
textiles and personal style. Since then I’ve
been intrigued by the many different ways
that people represent themselves through the
way they dress themselves. I write this column in hopes of highlighting Lawrentians
with unique senses of style and diving deeper
into the philosophies behind manufactured
appearances.
Moreau Halliburton is a freshman BMA
major from Los Angeles, California who has
a passion for the arts. She is a baller for the
Lawrence University basketball team, where
she has found something of a family with the
girls on the team. One of her main passions
is drumming.
When she was in fourth grade, her family got a Djembe drum and it grew to be hers.
She brought it to school and recently played
at “Pop the Bubble 2.0,” an off-campus collaborative music and art event at the Draw.
Music is a big part of her life and she especially loves collaborating with other creators
to make music that evokes emotion in her
listeners.
Another way that Halliburton evokes
emotion through her art is by making personalized bracelets for her friends. She
found her passion for beading when she
visited a beading shop in Santa Monica with
a lovely community of jewelry makers who
all shared a passion for creating beautiful
works out of beads.
Here, she was further engrained with
a love for collaboration, as the artists there
would teach her new techniques and styles
of jewelry making. As someone who makes
and sells jewelry, I asked her if she had ever
considered selling some of her work. She
replied, “I’ve sold a few things but it feels
wrong to turn it into a business. My sole purpose is to express my love and appreciation
for someone. It does cost a lot of money and
it would be nice to get something back, but
that’s not my priority.”
One of Halliburton’s biggest fashion
inspirations is Solange Knowles. She admires

Freshman Moreau Halliburton showing off her signature style.
Photo by Julia Balestri.

Knowles for her “flowy and wholesome”
style. Something significant to Knowles’ style
that Halliburton admires is how she dresses
true to herself and personality. Knowles
dresses in ways that highlight her aura,
which Halliburton also strives to do through
her personal style.

gloomshroom
1) S’Cooled - Blood Orange
2) Lover is a Day - Cuco
3) Pretty Girl - Clairo
4) World Princess part II - Grimes
5) Outside with the Cuties - Frankie Cosmos
6) everything is fine - Teen Suicide
7) Can I Call You Tonight? - Dayglow
8) Homage - Mild High Club
9) Antidote - Orion Sun
10) Perfect - The Smashing Pumpkins
11) Love is a Stranger - Eurythmics
12) Dreaming of Me - Depeche Mode
13) Dum Surfer - King Krule
14) So Cool - Dounia
15) Seabirds - Pizzagirl
16) White Wine - Dutch Melrose
17) Bedhead - Flower Face
18) Live Wire - Robsie
19) Amor Malo - Omar Apollo
20) Unravel Me - Sabrina Claudio

Halliburton doesn’t believe in fashion
rules. One thing that particularly bugs her is
saying that a person cannot match black with
brown. She has only black shoes and most
of her pants are brown, so she is frequently
pairing the colors together.
She says that her athletic trainer hates

the combination, and she never even knew
this was a fashion guideline until they
pointed it out. Those rules are arbitrary, so
Halliburton’s response is always, “Why not?”
If she decides that certain colors or textures
go together in an outfit, then so they shall.
A fantasy article of clothing Halliburton
wishes she had is a combination of a pair of
overalls and a jacket. There are technicalities that would need to be figured out, but
the concept is that it would look like two
separate pieces while being attached somehow, so that both the jacket and the overalls
would have to be worn together.
Don’t get it twisted; this doesn’t mean
some sort of jumpsuit. It would also be rainbow and it seems magical enough that someone should create it for Halliburton.
One fashion trend that Halliburton
would love to see revived is visors. Visors
exist in a separate realm from other types of
headwear, as they allow for the functionality
of sun protection while emphasizing hair.
Halliburton would prefer a revival of casual
visors rather than sporty ones and specifically mentioned how she would love to see
denim ones with patches sewn on.
Halliburton would describe her style
as comfortable and not traditionally feminine. In fourth grade, she went through a
drastic transition when she cut off the afro
she had been rocking and started sporting
a close-cut natural style. This transition was
significant not because of the amount of hair
she chopped off, but because the number of
people who started to misgender her.
This was partially because she hung
out with boys frequently and would go hoop
with them. Despite this, she also encountered the ignorance of others in places like
the bathroom, where as a child she would
be told to get out when women assumed she
was a boy. This was difficult for her, but she
eventually learned to embrace it because she
couldn’t change other people’s preconceived
notions of her.
She learned to not change her style for
other people and that it is more important to
do what she finds comfortable than to follow
societal norms. This is one of the many ways
in which Halliburton stands out as an individual. Her tenacity is admirable and fosters
an inner glow that shines outward with her
distinct style as a physical compliment to
her aura.
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“She Ventures and He Wins”—Three-hundred year old feminism

Emily Austin
Staff Writer

______________________________________

The recent LU theatre department production of “She Ventures
and He Wins,” directed by the James
G. and Ethel M. Barber Professor of
Theatre and Drama and Associate
Professor of Theatre Arts, Kathy
Privatt, opened on Thursday, May
9, and ran through Saturday, May
11. Tackling the difficult themes
of social and gender roles as well
as class, the play was written by
a woman under the pseudonym
“Ariadne,” a groundbreaking act
during the early 1700s when the
play was written and set.
The story follows a rich heiress, Charlot Frankford, played by
senior Ming Montgomery, and her
cousin Juliana, played by senior
Dana Cordry. They dress up as men
to chase love on their own terms.
The costumes, which were periodstyled and stunning, were designed
by Instructor of Theatre Arts and
Costume Shop Supervisor Kärin
Simonson Kopischke. Simonson
Kopischke capitalized on the love
story aspect of the play and each
couple was paired by the color
of their costume. The set design,
by Visiting Assistant Professor of
Theatre Arts Maureen ChavezKruger, was a platform stage in the
round on the stage of Stansbury
Theatre. Not only could the audience observe the action from all
sides, but by putting the audience
on the stage, it brought them into
the story and into the theatrical
gaze as well.
The performance was not only
the annual spring play, but also
Montgomery’s senior capstone

project. Sitting down with the theatre major the day after opening,
she explained the choice of play
as being not only a good opportunity for the majority of the female
theatre department to play roles,
but also as an opportunity to bring
a feminist message to classic theatre. Montgomery was especially
intrigued by the fact that the play
was written under a pen name,
most likely by an actress. In this
way, the playwright reclaimed
the female voice through her pen
as well as by acting onstage in
this powerful love story during a
time when women had little to no
power in society. Having already
taken a restoration comedy class
with Associate Professor of English
Celia Barnes, as well as having the
added pull of working with Privatt,
the well-regarded spring production director, making the play
Montgomery’s senior capstone
seemed the obvious choice.
Montgomery, who went
through the regular audition process even though it was her project, ended up winning the lead
role of the young ingenue, Charlot
Frankford.
In Montgomery’s
words, Charlot “is a woman who
knows what she wants and makes
it possible because she’s so confident.” She confessed that she
learned more from Charlot than
any character she’s played before,
and in channeling her “spunk,
determination and feistiness,” she
has found her own confidence as
a woman in today’s society. “It’s
incredible,” Montgomery noted,
“how a play written over 300 years
ago can be so pertinent today.”
Montgomery explained the

Senior Ben Johnson as Sir Roger Marwood, senior Ming Montgomery as Charlot and sophomore Oscar Brautigam as Lovewell.
Photo by Taylor Blackson

process of learning a play written
in 17th century English, emphasizing the benefit of breaking down
each scene to understand the plot
and text in order to get to the
deeper motives of each character and the tactics they employ
throughout the show. Language
itself was taken slowly with lots
and lots of repetition. Montgomery
also stressed that Privatt’s organic
directing style aided the actors in
becoming familiar with the words
and characters much more easily, as it allowed them to try different modes of expression and
push boundaries. Acting in the

round was an added challenge, and
Montgomery commented on the
heightened awareness of her own
proximity to the audience during
the performances. She said it created a more dynamic space to play
in, commenting that “nothing goes
unmissed.” One tip, or “mantra”
as she called it, that Privatt gave
her during the rehearsal process
was to speak from her back and
constantly dance as her character
so that her energy could continue
to radiate in a 360 form. Her relationship to her own character and
her scene partners changed dramatically when she utilized these

tactics.
Montgomery, who has been
seen in many LU theatre productions and most recently “Love and
Information,” “Burial at Thebes”
and “Gynt,” is looking forward to
graduation and her next steps as
an actress. This summer, she will
be directing “You’re a Good Man
Charlie Brown” at Justice Page
Middle school in her hometown
of Minneapolis. She’ll continue to
audition there in the next year and
is interested in pursuing classical theatre as well as theatre for
social justice, particularly with Mu

See page 12

An advocation for exploration:
Technique beyond

Milou de Meij

Columnist
______________________________________

TOP: Senior Ming Montgomery as Charlot and sophomore Oscar Brautigam as Lovewell.
BOTTOM: Nora McKirdie as Bellasira and Brautigam as Lovewell.
Photos by Taylor Blackson.

What is good technique?
When I first started piano, I
wasn’t even sure what technique
was. I was eight years old and I was
taught not to collapse my wrists
or the arch of my palm and that
finger strength was everything. I
played my obligatory scales, arpeggios and Hanon exercises in blissful unawareness of what any of it
actually meant. In truth, I hated it.
The finger exercises were monotonous, and I much preferred playing
pieces over drills. When I got to
high school, I had a piano teacher
who thought technical drills and
scales were useless and we happily
just worked on technique through
pieces.
For a long time, I wasn’t
exactly sure what my definition of
technique was. I knew what good
technique was when I heard it.
It was those students who could
flawlessly and effortlessly shake
out octaves, riffs and arpeggios
with blistering clarity. That kind
of virtuosity was never something
I particularly aspired to, finding
myself at home more in a quiet
Chopin nocturne or more facile
Mozart sonata. My philosophy was
that I wanted enough technique to
be able to play what I wanted, no
more and no less.
My time at Lawrence has challenged all my conceptions of what
technique is. I grumbled my way
through the freshman technique
exam (which, embarrassingly, I had
to take twice), begrudgingly spent
my time on advanced thirds, sixths,

octaves and broken chord arpeggios my sophomore year and have
honestly never looked at a technique book or exercise since. What
changed for me, though, was that I
no longer thought of technique as
a purely physical thing, but, rather,
I began to think about it in terms
of sound.
During my time at Lawrence,
I’ve been incredibly lucky to study
with Associate Professor of Music
Anthony Padilla, and his philosophy
about technique is always about
sound. From him, I’ve learned how
different fingers can create different sounds. I’ve learned about
rotations and different speeds of
releasing and depressing the keys.
I finally learned how to project
and get a big sound. My palette
has expanded tremendously, and
it was an enormous breakthrough
to realize how intimately tied technique and artistry are. His teachings on technique opened up an
entire new world for me where my
artistry and sound were not dependent on the technique I had, but
rather supported and furthered by
it. I learned that everything is connected.
In a way, I think so much comes
down to listening. You can have the
fastest, strongest and most agile
fingers in the entire world and still
not be a great pianist if you don’t
use your ear. So much is about
applying that technique into creating an individual and personal
sound that is both physically comfortable and artistically satisfying.
The sounds are responsible for
expression, for drawing the audience and introducing them to all
the characters, colors and worlds

within a piece. But for any of that
to happen, you have to listen and
be aware.
In the last year, I’ve spent a lot
of time exploring my instrument.
One of the first exercises I did with
Instructor of Music Matt Turner
was to find ten unique sounds on
my instrument. This was one of
the first times I’d actually explored
the inside of the piano, the sounds
of the wood of the piano, the
sound the pedal makes when it’s
depressed and what sounds happen when you play with so-called
“bad technique.” None of this is
anything I’d do all the time, but the
result is that another world of possibilities opened for me as I began
to think about my instrument in its
entirety. What does a piano truly
sound like? What is the sound of
the mechanisms and all the knots
that make a piano work in the
traditional way it has for hundreds
of years? What possibilities does
a piano have for sound beyond
depressing the keys?
I still have a long way to go
in my development of my understanding of my instrument and all
its unique capabilities. I am forever grateful to have worked with
professors who have pushed me
to expand any conceptions I’ve
had about technique and playing
and I encourage other students to
explore in similar ways. Play your
instrument upside down. Bow the
tail. Play the inside of the piano
with a soft mallet. Of course, it’s
exploration within reason. The last
thing you want to do is damage
yourself or your instrument, but
still, the possibilities are positively
endless.
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Anat Cohen Quartet
enchants jazz series
Ursa Anderson
Staff Writer

______________________________________

On Friday night, Lawrence
University’s Memorial Chapel was
graced with an invigorating performance by the Anat Cohen Quartet.
This was the fourth installment
of the 2018-2019 jazz series put
on by the University. Earlier this
year, the Regina Carter Quartet, the
Vanguard Jazz Orchestra and the
Nicole Mitchell Quartet performed
in this series and put on spectacular shows for the school.
Cohen’s quartet consisted of
herself on clarinet, Vitor Gonçalves
on piano, Orlando le Fleming on
bass and Daniel Freedman on
drums. From the minute Cohen
stepped on stage, she lit up the
chapel. She hadn’t even said a
word, but she exuded a welcoming,
warm presence in the space. Fun
and light-hearted, she had an aura
of nonchalance that prepared the
audience for the show the group
was about to put on.
The first song started bubbling, breaking into an energetic
melody and bursting with life. From
the get-go, the audience latched
onto Cohen’s infectious vibrancy
she had on stage. She did not stray
away from the occasional dance
break. She would sway with her
playing, channeling her music and
rhythm. Her presence was absolutely mesmerizing and it captivated the audience the whole show.
The second song transitioned smoothly with a solo from
Gonçalves on piano without a
break between pieces. Cohen continued to inspire with her technical
skills; she often wielded her clarinet with just one hand, intensifying
her connection with her instrument. Her playing felt honest, more
of an extension of herself than anything else, which was really unique
to see in person. Soon, the song slid
into a funk breakdown. It swelled
into a chaotic harmony, closely followed by a drastic tempo change
and faded into a soft duet between
Cohen and Gonçalves. This switch
was subtle and it utilized the

acoustics of the chapel sounding
entirely lovely. The ballad was soulful, slow and left the audience feeling as though they were mourning
a love they never even had.
The first three songs worked
as one continuous song, slowly
melding into one other. The quartet then took a quick break while
Cohen introduced the whole group.
The members were from around
the globe. Freedman is from New
York City, Gonçalves from Rio de
Janeiro, le Fleming from England
and Cohen herself is from Israel,
although she is currently based in
New York City.
The next song they played
was a Fats Waller cover, “The
Jitterbug Waltz.” In their rendition,
the Brazilian samba roots came
through strongly, but every so
often they were contrasted with
a hard jazz swing they played to
break up the song. In this second
half of the concert, the communication between the players was fascinating to watch. They were just so
good at it! Even they didn’t know
exactly where they were going with
the music. They would just let the
music take them where it wanted
to go, and they were able to do this
because they were so in sync with
one another. It went from Cohen
to Gonçalves, from Gonçalves to
Freedman, then from Freedman to
le Fleming, and every other way it
could have gone and created this
circle of understanding. Their playing felt like an easy conversation
between them all.
After they finished their last
song, the audience was not satisfied and cheered for an encore, to
which the quartet happily obliged
to.
Cohen had met with a few
students during the day in the
Conservatory and pronounced
her excitement about hearing the
young students’ passion for playing. She also avidly promoted the
kind of communication music gives
to people and confidently said she
could see it in Lawrence’s students.
To quote the clarinetist, “Music
rocks!”
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Tiny Box hosts Tiny Band

Camille Robertson

Staff Writer
______________________________________

On Sunday May 12, at 7 p.m.,
a tiny audience gathered in front
of the tiny box office next to the
Stansbury Theater to watch Tiny
Band perform a 30-minute set. The
show was part of the Tiny Box
Concert series—inspired by NPR’s
Tiny Desk Concert series—which
is quickly becoming an adorable
Lawrence tradition.
Tiny Band’s concept, as
explained early in the show by
senior Stephen Deeter, is “big
people with tiny instruments and
tiny clothes who play tiny music.”
The band includes senior Lucas
Meyers on a small drum set, senior
Stuart Young playing a tiny bassoon, junior Rick Kubly on a mini
guitar and Deeter as the band’s
lead singer and tiny pianist.
The concert began when the
door to the box office was opened
and the band was revealed. All four
members were sitting extremely
close together and wielding their
miniature instruments. They
immediately went into the classic
opening riff of “Blister in the Sun”

by the Violent Femmes. Toward
the end of the original song, there
is a verse that is traditionally performed quietly to enhance the volume and impact of the final chorus;
in Tiny Band’s cover, the verse was
performed so quietly that it was
practically inaudible…and then not
so loud, as the band’s little instruments only had so much horsepower. This moment had the crowd
in raucous laughter.
Next, the band played a rendition of “Simple Song” by The
Shins, which faded seamlessly, with
Deeter holding down the first note
on his keyboard, into “Short Skirt
Long Jacket” by Cake. The standout moment in the song was when
Deeter held the note of the word
“long” in the last chorus for well
over ten seconds (when the original song only calls for about four
seconds).
Opting for a slightly different
vibe in their next cover, Tiny Band
tackled the multi-part harmony of
“White Winter Hymnal” by Fleet
Foxes—a lovely addition to their
set which otherwise consisted of
mostly 80s and 90s rock.
Deeter introduced their next

song with a promising statement: “This one’s not gonna go
very well.” Despite his pessimism,
“The Underdog” by Spoon ended
up being a wonderful, sweet cover.
After, they moved onto the campy
“Diner” by Martin Sexton. Deeter
did an impressive job keeping up
with the rapid-fire lyrics while the
other band members sang background harmonies.
Following was “Old Bike” by
Rob Cantor, after which Deeter
said, “I’m losing my voice a little,
but that’s okay because this next
song doesn’t require any vocal agility whatsoever.” Then, as it was
Mother’s Day, he proceeded to dedicate “Are You Gonna Be My Girl” by
Jet “to all the mothers out there.” It
was certainly a hilarious closer.
The Tiny Box Concert series is
just getting started, with another
performance coming May 19, at
noon. The shows are a wonderful
way to spend half an hour on a
Sunday. There are truly no other
concerts like these going on anywhere else at Lawrence, and it is
a unique experience worth getting
in on.

‘The Revenant’ costume
designer speaks in Wriston
Sam Goldbeck
Staff Writer

______________________________________

On Thursday, May 9, Tessa
Armstrong, sister of Assistant
Professor of Philosophy Chloe
Armstrong, gave a talk in the
Wriston Auditorium about her job.
What is her job, you ask? Well she’s
a costume designer, specifically a
textile artist for costumes for films
and TV shows, but what does that
mean? Well, a textile artist essentially has the responsibility of providing the texture that makes the
costumes come to life and appear
as natural, or unnatural depending on the particular project, as
possible.
Armstrong is based out of
Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada. She graduated from
Capilano University in 2007 with
a degree in textile arts and then
obtained another degree from
said university in costuming for
stage and screen. She has received
WHMIS training for set design and
safety and has been a union member since 2012.
Armstrong is often called upon
to do whatever tasks are needed in
a given day of production, be it preproduction or on-set details that
need attending to. One example of
this is from when she was working
on the “Rise of the Planet of the
Apes” (2011) movie with James
Franco and was having to make
adjustments to a costume while the
actor was already wearing it. When
she was working on the sequel,
“Dawn of the Planet of the Apes”
(2014), she would be in a tent
on set painting pieces of the set
itself and when she wasn’t doing
that, she was throwing mud onto
the actor Jason Clarke in between
takes. Most of her odd jobs were
costume or aesthetic related.
In her presentation, she also
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The crowd awaits Armstrong’s presentation. Photo by Julia Balestri.

talked about the general process that a costume goes through
throughout the making of a film,
which she calls the “life cycle of
a costume.” This involves initial
design concepts, drafts and sampling of the materials, fitting, altering, refits, camera tests, sending
the finished product to the set
and then cleaning it and storing
or selling it after production has
wrapped.
Armstrong then went on to
talk about the responsibilities of
the textile artist specifically. These
include distressing fabrics, managing and arranging costume pieces,
fabricating costumes for CGI and
fabricating multiples. She then
spoke briefly about related positions in the costume department,
such as props costumer assistant
and assistant SPFX (special effects)
makeup artist.
She also talked about designing the costumes for “Bad Times at
the El Royale” (2018), in which she
had to design the perfect 70s-style
denim jeans for Chris Hemsworth.
Other anecdotes of hers included
working with Tom Hardy on the

film “The Revenant,” for which she
claimed Hardy insisted that his
character wear a necklace that was
not period or regionally accurate.
She had to make multiples of it
anyway.
Armstrong spoke about how
costumes build characters. Her job
is fundamental in making characters come alive because she is
often times in charge of making
sure that a particular costume
piece has the personality required
to convey information about the
character wearing that costume.
She concluded her talk by speaking about the pros and cons of
working in the film industry and
gave the audience a list of the projects she has worked on since she
started working in 2010. She has
quite the resume built up already
and is currently working on the
second season of the Netflix show
“Altered Carbon.” She left time for
some questions at the end and ultimately gave a very informative and
entertaining look into the world
of costume designing for grand
Hollywood productions.
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Imposter Syndrome and
why you’re doing fine

Body Talk:
Your eyes are beautiful
Olivia Omura
Columnist

______________________________________

We are coming into the final stretch of the 2019-20 school year and the anticipation for summer is
in full effect. Weeks are feeling like endless months and it seems like this year will never end. In a time
like this, mental health is a priority for everyone as we move into the season of river bugs, LUaroo, finals
and commencement.
While mental health articles often focus on state-of-mind politics and the appropriate resources for
keeping yourself mindful and healthy, this article will focus more on celebrating the strength of those in
our community that are under a great deal of pressure and mental unrest and the courage of overcoming
those daily obstacles that can add a bitter taste to life.
One source of this mental unrest is this idea that clinical psychologists Pauline Clance and Suzanne
Imes coined as “imposter syndrome” in 1978. Imposter Syndrome occurs when a person doubts the
validity of their accomplishments and lives in a constant fear that they are living the life of an “imposter.”
This type of attitude is so easily adopted on a college campus, especially in times when classes are
putting down a lot of pressure, when summer jobs and internships are lurking on the horizon or a new
post-graduation life less than a month away. The doubt creeps in:
“I just got a B on another paper. This class is just too hard for me.”
“Everyone else seemed to do well so I guess I’m just not smart.”
“I guess I wasn’t even cut out for college life.”
“I don’t have enough experience for that internship. I shouldn’t even apply.”
The crazy thing about these thoughts, though, is that they have no real backing in real life. You are
gaslighting yourself; you are shifting your perspectives to fit an “imposterous” reality. The truth is, you
would not be sitting in your college classroom to even get that B if it were too hard for you to handle. And
guess what: everyone else in your class thought that quiz was insane too. It likely had faulty or unfair
questions. If you were not cut out for college, a board of admissions specialists would have dropped your
application in the garbage, yet here you are! And those internships have not gotten a single applicant that
is as unique, clever, innovative and as hardworking as you.
Imposter Syndrome is impossible to avoid alone. But the benefit of having a small campus with
deep social roots is that you and your friends can fight the syndrome together. It takes just a second to
tell a friend that you admire their quick-thinking or that you are happy that you see them every day. If a
friend is feeling down about a class or an internship, take it as an opportunity to gas them up! Spreading
love is not a waste of time and it helps your friends see through their own circular thoughts that may be
holding them back.
And to all the supposed “imposters”: take a breath. Eighth week is over and you can make it to the
end. You are strong and brave and deserve every good thing that has come your way and will come your
way in the future. What you want, what you dream about, is always accomplishable. So do not stand in
the way by telling yourself that you can’t.

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Max Craig, at lawrentian@lawrence.
edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit
for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and
should not be more than 350 words.

As a person with primarily
European ancestry, I am not often
forced to confront the ways in
which my perceived racial identity differs from what is socially
acceptable. At first glance, I look
like your average white bread: light
skin, brown hair, brown eyes. Every
so often, though, I get a question
asked with the hesitancy of someone who knows they should probably stay quiet: “Are you...Asian?
Like, a little bit?”
As much as I love to hear
the oft-neglected genes from my
father’s side of the family recognized, the question used to bother me. Like, a little bit. From a
friend’s brother when I was six
to countless randoms throughout
my life, people have found creative
ways of pointing out the differences in my eyes. They are small, by
Eurocentric standards, and almost
black. For most of my life, my eyelids didn’t crease.
For those not well-versed
in eye anatomy, the crease is the
part of your eyelid that folds into
itself when you open your eyes,
and smooths out when you close
them. Many people with East Asian
ancestry do not have a natural
crease or double eyelid and instead
have a monolid. This was all fine
and dandy until racism and sexism got together in the 1950s and
threw a party in Korea.
According to the Korea Herald,
double-eyelid surgery, or blepharoplasty, was first introduced in
Japan in the late 1900s. During the
Korean War, people with monolids were seen as deviant and
untrustworthy. They were dubbed

“slanted” and their eyes became
a symbol of their perceived emotional coldness and inscrutability.
Surgical alteration of the “slanted” eyelids to resemble those of
white Americans was believed to
be a favorable correction of those
unwanted personality traits. It
demonstrated that Koreans were
pliable and could be changed to
match what was socially acceptable.
So that’s horrible, but of
course, it gets worse. Doubleeyelid surgery was popularized
and “perfected” by American plastic surgeons in Korean war brides,
women who married American soldiers stationed in Korea. The thinking was that these women posed a
threat to the U.S., where interracial
marriage was still illegal, and needed to be “Americanized” to reduce
that threat and meet the needs of
their husbands.
Unfortunately, double-eyelid surgery has only increased in
popularity since then, even in the
United States. Western beauty
standards have changed the standards of beauty for people of East
Asian descent, whether we realize
it or not. Not everyone who undergoes double-eyelid surgery does so
because they want to “look white,”
at least not consciously. But our
discomfort with monolids is rooted in Eurocentrism and ultimately
racism. Natural double eyelids
in East Asian people are seen as
superior to monolids. When people
alter their eyelids to look “more
awake” and “bright-eyed,” they also
perpetuate the fear of being perceived as “exotic,” emotionless or
just plain different.
I don’t mean to bash people
who choose to get this surgery. For

See page 12

My people
Michele Haeberlin
Staff Writer

______________________________________

They may annoy me sometimes. They may demand I work
harder than I had originally
planned and they may constantly
be pushing me in every aspect of
my life to do better. They may make
me hand-wash more coffee mugs
than anyone has ever done in their
life, but I love my family. This article is not just a sappy column filled
with my undying, everlasting affection for my family and the wonders of parental units. This article
relates to you as well, because you
probably have a family too. Even
people who grow up without parents tend to have at least one or
two close friends or mentors at
some point in their lives who are
like family. After all, who said families have to be blood relations?
My family is quirky. My twin
sister loves to run over people’s
toes with her walker, my dog loves
to just flat out sit on people, my
mom collects tiny containers of
butter in her purse and my dad
often makes jokes about his “missing” pinky finger—it is not actually missing, just floating in a jar of

formaldehyde in Arizona, but that’s
a story for another time. We four,
plus the various guinea pigs, kitties, hermit crabs and other assorted pets we have had throughout
our lives, have moved all over the
Southeastern and Midwestern
United States. My sister and I were
born in North Carolina in an army
hospital well after my mom left the
Navy, but while my dad was still
in the special forces. Being army
brats, we moved quite regularly
and quickly throughout our childhood, even with my sister’s various
health issues. My sister was born
with cerebral palsy, a lung that did
not work and a hole in her heart.
She can only walk with the support
of her decked-out walker, which
is complete with Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtle stickers, of course.
But all of this moving and all
of those trips to and from the hospital only brought my family closer
together. Thankfully, the rest of my
extended family also came along
with us because they loved to drive
out to whatever new house we
were living in, in whatever new part
of the country my dad had decided
was furthest from Wisconsin’s cold
winters. My childhood memories

are not filled with the memories
of one house that I can say I grew
up in, but instead filled with days
playing with my 20-plus cousins no
matter where I was living. Moving
as much as my family did may not
be the dream for every family, but
for mine it was exactly what we
needed to grow closer—it is hard
not to get literally closer when you
are jammed together in an Audi
Passat for a 3,000-mile trip.
I love my family. We may not
see eye-to-eye on some things,
especially now that I have gone
off to college and gotten some
new ideas in my head. But I know
that despite the frustration and
miscommunication we may go
through, no one else in this entire
universe would ever love me as
unconditionally and be there for
me whenever and wherever like
my family does. That is why I value
their expectations of me and my
relationship with them so highly.
Without them, I lose a vital part of
my identity. Even when I am away
at college I still know I carry the
identity of being a daughter and a
sister, someone who is loved and
missed dearly by other people.
One of my favorite memories

of my family, which I think sums
up their love for me quite precisely, is during a brief stint I had
playing soccer. My mom, my dad
and my sister were all right up on
the sidelines of the soccer field.
During one of the few times I actually got possession of the ball, I
remember hearing two things: my
mom screaming, “SACRIFICE YOUR
BODY MICHELE!” and my dad
yelling, “RUN, RUN UNTIL YOUR
PANCREAS EXPLODES!” Of course,
my sister was also yelling along
with them in support. The other
parents were flabbergasted at seeing two grown adults getting so
animated about a middle school
soccer game, and they were probably also wondering if they should
be concerned for my parents’ sanity. But to me, I saw my parents
being totally devoted to whatever I
was passionate about and wanting
me to succeed and do my best in
that moment—while being incredibly biased and thinking I was the
best player on the field, which I of
course was not.
My parents may be kind of
crazy, but I know they have my
back more than anyone else, and I
know they are the ones I can trust

with my life and my hopes for the
future. Heck, they are even helping
me in my dream to study abroad in
Argentina, even though it means I
will not see them for almost two
months. The relationships you hold
with your family are important.
Even if you disagree sometimes, it
is so crucial to be able to look past
that disagreement and come to a
compromise. No one else will have
your back like your family will.
No one else will come pick you up
early in the morning when you are
crying over the phone about how
the other girls at the sleepover
party teased you like family will.
No one is perfect and even
our own families have flaws. But
a family is important to everyone
not just as their first support system, but also as the people you
know will always love you no matter what. The people you can count
on to always be there at every
soccer game, every recital even if
the parking is horrible and every
dance show—even if there are millions of stairs and it is not handicap accessible—cheering you on
because you are their person and
they want to see you shine doing
what you love.
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On the Cusp of Enlightenment: Speed round!
Columnist
_________________________________

Looking for answers? In need
of advice from a Taurus-sun, Virgomoon, Gemini-rising? Think you
can stump me? Email Simone at
simone.a.levy@lawrence.edu with
your own questions and you just
might be featured in next week’s
column.
Seda: What is the best flavor
gum?
Simone: Sweet mint or spearmint. Not cinnamon.
Bernice: My fingers still smell
like lox weeks after my last bagel.
Help?
Simone: So relatable. Try an
exfoliating hand scrub after washing your hands.
Stenis: I am trying to impress
my crush. What should I major in?
Simone: Try anything besides
philosophy or film studies.
Hattie: What’s so good about

masking tape?
Simone: The flavor is very
bold and the texture is pleasing.
Artur: How can I get higher
scores on pommel horse? I feel like
the judges are shafting me.
Simone: Try practicing with
your ankles bound together and
make sure to point your toes. Do
not think too hard, but do stay
focused. Good luck.
Jan: I need a farrier for my
horse. Any recommendations? I’m
located in the UK.
Simone: I hear Gary Huston
gets very good reviews. He is very
thorough.
Deirdre: My dog will not quit
pissing on my foot. Help!
Simone: Try potty-training
your dog. That should help out a
lot.
Bessie: Do you prefer hot
shoeing or cold shoeing when fitting horseshoes?
Simone: Hot shoeing without a doubt. Hot shoeing means

Russia and gay rights:
A student’s perspective
Zach Fithian

For The Lawrentian

_______________________________________

When one ponders civil rights
issues in Russia, the thoughts
that follow probably aren’t great.
Russian society has struggled to
properly care for particular groups
throughout its history, including women, people of color and
LGBTQ+ people. Even though individuals of these identities have
claimed their fame in Russian history, the nation still struggles to
embrace them. In my next article,
I’ll delve into my experience in
St. Petersburg and what I learned
from my time there, but this article will focus instead on providing background on Russia and how
the country has handled LGBTQ+
rights over the past few years.
While Russia is conventionally considered a European country, what that really means and
whether or not it is true from a cultural standpoint is up for debate.
Russia has a long history of what is
called “ostal’nost’” (остальность),
which means something like
“being-stuck-in-the -past-ness,”
coming from the word “ostat’sya”
(остаться), meaning “to remain,
be left behind.” It was a motivator for Peter the Great’s reforms,
which brought the nation out of
the medieval times in the 18th century. It was also a motivator for
the Russian Revolution in 1917,
which was started to lead Russia
into what was seen as the future of
society before it reached the rest
of the world. Following the fall of
the Soviet Union and the return
of Russia as a prominent political
figure, the Russian people have had
somewhat of an identity crisis on
their hands. Russia must decide
how it wants to fit in with the
world around it. Does it want to be
a part of Europe or does it want its
own unique identity?
Such a unique identity can
take many different forms and different people see Russia as having
different identities, even in terms
of LGBTQ+ issues. Comparing their
country with their neighbors, some

Russians view Europe as being
devoid of morality in its acceptance
of LGBTQ+ folx, with Russia being
a bastion of traditional values. The
nickname “Гейропа” (geyropa)
has been popularized—coming
from Европа (yevropa), meaning
Europe—as a way to joke about the
social progressiveness of Western
countries that are notably LGBTQ+friendly. In putting “Europe” into
this category, one can see how such
Russians consider their country
an outlier from that social sphere.
The oft-cited reason for the aforementioned “absence of morality” is
because of how LGBTQ+ lifestyles
purportedly defy traditional family values. In fact, a Russian law
in 2013 banned the distribution
of “propaganda of nontraditional
sexual relationships” to minors, in
order to protect these values and
the family institution. Though protested by internal LGBTQ+ rights
groups and externally by human
rights organizations, the law nevertheless passed almost unanimously, with one party abstaining.
Though it certainly seems
that there is more opposition to
LGBTQ+ people in Russia than support, there is a rising movement
for equality. Several organizations
have cropped up in the past few
years that actively fight for LGBTQ+
rights, and the younger generation
is less critical of those who stray
from the standard. Organizations
like Выход (“Coming Out”),
Действие (“Action”) and Дети404 (“Children-404”) seek to
make LGBTQ+ folx seen, heard and
understood in the Russian world
through community conversations, support groups for parents
of LGBTQ+ youth, flash mobs and
protests and other such activities. Additionally, urban dwellers,
especially those who are young,
have been increasingly tolerant of
non-heteronormative individuals.
In my own experience questioning St. Petersburg residents on this
topic, most were not bothered by
LGBTQ+ people and even thought
that the homophobia in Russia was
shameful. Admittedly, my sample
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the hoof and the horseshoe form
a seamless bond so that the cut
horn tubules are sealed away from
any moisture that could interfere
with them. It is the only way to
get a really good fit for the horse,
allowing for the most comfort and
stability.
Timothy: Why is my horse
limping?
Simone: If no injury is suspected, it is likely that the horse
may have an abscess in its hoof.
Call your farrier or vet and have
them take a look at it. If it is an
abscess, they can drain it and
relieve the pressure from the builtup fluid. This will allow the horse
to be more comfortable. Your farrier will have to put a special poultice on the hoof, but everything
should heal up properly as long as
you tend to the foot well.
Bentley: What kind of nails
do you use to nail horseshoes on
your horses?
Simone: I personally use copper-coated steel nails that I make
myself in my forge. I believe their

antibacterial properties help manage the health of the hoof wall. If
you do use copper nails, be sure
not to use aluminum shoes.
Bucky: I think my pony has
seedy toe. What does that even
mean?
Simone: I assume you have
already contacted your farrier
about this issue, but if you have not
done so, please do that. Basically,
seedy toe happens when there
is a discrepancy in the hoof wall
from the laminae at the white line.
This creates a space in between
where dirt, muck and debris of
all kinds can find a home, leading
to an increased chance of infection. The infection that results from
this cavity is called seedy toe. It is
a fungal infection that spreads to
the healthy tissue inside the hoof,
turning it necrotic. This is why
your pony’s hooves may smell foul.
Seedy toe is also known as white
line disease because it affects the
white line that connects the sole
to the hoof wall. Having your farrier do routine checkups to clean
out the cavity and keep it trim

will keep your horse healthy. Good
luck!
Deanne: The veterinarian
says my horse Pony Soprano has
thrush. What is that? I am so nervous. Pony Soprano is my best
friend.
Simone: Thrush is a bacterial
infection. It is most commonly diagnosed in horses by the gross smell
of the feet, which will also appear
black. It occurs on the region of the
hoof called the frog, which is the
bit of the hoof at the bottom in the
shape of a triangle. It is the shock
absorber of the foot. Thrush is a
very common disease and can be
treated by regularly picking out the
hooves with a hoof pick.
Lois: My dog eats the trimmings from my horse’s hooves. Is
this allowed? Will he get sick?
Simone: This is totally normal. Just be sure he is not eating too many of the trimmings.
If your horse has recently been
on deworming medication, refrain
from letting your dog eat any part
of its hoof.

Constructing a new narrative
about “transness”

Mara Kissinger
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Top surgery. A gender-confirming surgery that some transmasculine and non-binary people
choose to get. There are many reasons people choose to get it and
none of those reasons are any of
your damn business if you are a
random person on the street or
even someone close who doesn’t
know the context. But now that
that is out of the way, I want to talk
about this and my own personal
challenges in considering it.
When I first put on a comfortable binder that minimized my
chest, I did not want to take it off.
It was the first time I had ever felt
what I now know is gender euphoria. But the next logical question
was what to do about top surgery. Did this mean that I wanted
top surgery? What would it mean
to me to permanently remove the
lumps of fat on my chest? I can
safely say that I don’t know what
exactly I want to do, and that is
okay. What I want to stress in this
article is that not all trans people
are the same or have the same
journey. Not all of us know exactly
what we want to do and when and
how. To a certain degree, there is
no real way to be 100% sure about
these choices, but whether or not
you make them does not make you
more or less trans and to make a
mistake does not mean that your
experience is wrong.
People who are AFAB
(Assigned Female At Birth) may
go through the expected puberty
and develop breasts. I say “may”

ADVERTISE
EXPOSURE

Simone Levy

because not all kids assigned
female are female, they may be
trans and elect to not go through
their assigned puberty or they
may be intersex and not develop
in an expected way. For me, that
experience was pretty terrible. I
remember viscerally feeling myself
separating from my body and all
the expectations being laid on it.
Everything about my body started
to feel foreign and distant and I
stopped caring what happened to
it. My own chest quickly grew large
and I wasn’t aware of anything I
could do about it. I didn’t know
what being trans was and I didn’t
know that it was okay to exist that
way. So, I thought that everyone
in female-assigned bodies also felt
the same. I know now that this is
what is called gender dysphoria.
This sounds big and clinical and
is an official diagnosis, but I really
disagree with the idea that it is a
mental disorder—and that can be
saved for another article. When
it comes to chest dysphoria, that
hit me like a truck but in slow
motion. When I recently allowed
myself to explore and accept all of
this, I thought about what it would
mean to get rid of the first thing
that really started to ramp up my
dysphoria.
The two most common forms
of top surgery—known outside of
the trans community as a “double
mastectomy”—are a keyhole incision and the double incision. There
are also other options like a periareolar surgery or an inverted-T
surgery. I do not have the luxury
of a small chest, so I would have
to have a lot of tissue removed.
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The double incision also requires
nipple grafts that have to be fully
taken off your body and then put
back on. It takes six to eight weeks
to recover from that surgery, and
with many of the surgeries listed
it is not guaranteed that feeling
will come back in any of the areas
of your chest. This is terrifying
and irreversible, but also necessary
and life-saving for so many people.
Because it is impossible to know
anything with 100% certainty, it is
difficult for me to consider a major
surgery such as this.
Trans and non-binary people
choose a diverse number of ways to
be themselves. Some trans people
not only get gender reconstructive
surgery for their chest and genitalia but also on their face or the rest
of their body. Some trans people
cannot or do not get any surgery
at all for personal and/or medical
reasons. Some are like me, somewhere in the middle, considering
reconstruction yet feeling terrified.
There is so much pressure to get it
“right” because you knew since you
were two years old that you were
this way. But not all stories go that
way. Not all trans people will get
surgeries or change every aspect
of their physical appearance. At
the end of the day, we are still
trans. Even when we are unsure
or scared, even when we cannot or
will not transition and even when
we are perfectly fine with some
parts of ourselves and not others.
I’m trans and I have no idea what
I want for my future in gender
reconstructive surgery, if anything,
and that is perfectly fine.
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Where would you hold the commencment ceremony?

EDITORIAL BOARD

EDITORIAL
POLICY:

Editor-in-Chief:
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that appear unsigned are
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Lawrentian’s Editorial Board.

Copy Chief:
Dannielle Konz
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Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
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Allegra Taylor
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Madeline MacLean

—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.
“On the Main Hall Green if the weather
is good.”
—Zac Presberg

“Lawrence, Kansas.”
—Ethan Penny

“On canoes on the Fox River.
Everyone in canoes.”
—Jessica Robyns

Features Editor:
Genevieve Cook
Arts & Entertainment Editor:
Georgia Greenberg

—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.

Opinions & Editorials Editor:
Max Craig
Photo Editor:
Larissa Davis
Marketing Manager &
Web Manager:
Caroline Garrow

—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
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Peter Lagershausen
Sadie Hennen
Aaron Zommers

—Letters to the editor will be
edited for clarity, decency and
grammar.
—Letters to the editor should
not be more than 350 words.
“Why don’t they use the rooms in
Warch that we used for President’s
Ball? Is that big enough? Can they do
that?”
—Molly Brennan

“If it’s not broken, why fix it? It can
stay on the Green.”
—Elyas Marr

““In the Fox [River].”
—Joey Zimmer

Members of
the Associated
Collegiate
Press
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moral of “She Ventures and
“She Ventures... onHe the
Wins,” saying, “It’s a play about

continued from page 8

Performing Arts in St. Paul, a theatre for Asian Americans.
In wrapping up the interview
and speaking to her last production at Lawrence, she commented

“Main Hall Green.”
—Tom Hereña

“The Chapel, on the other side of the
street.”
—Henry Jacobsen

“The top of the Eiffel Tower.”
—Rebecca Tibbetts

Join

The Lawrentian
as a writer or photographer.
We want your voice in our publication.
If interested, visit lawrentian.com/apply

Body talk
continued from page 10
the most part, I have been spared
the enormous cultural pressures
that cause 20% of South Korean
women to undergo some form of
plastic surgery, often when very
young. In the terrible game of
assimilation, they are the victims,
not the perpetrators. The fault lies
with the people who developed
this surgery and believe(d) it to be
necessary.
When I was a teenager, I
watched a video where beauty
Youtuber Michelle Phan explained
how she gave herself double eyelids using tape and glue. As a burgeoning makeup artist, I immedi-

Russia and Rights
continued from page 11

ADVERTISE
EXPOSURE

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

size was limited, but talking to
other young Russians of various
origins has indicated a similar pattern.
While Russia’s standing with
people of LGBTQ+ identities is gen-

chasing love and finding love.
That’s at the core. Everyone who
is deserving of it finds it.” It’s safe
to say that Charlot Frankford found
love by the end of all her scheming
and left us with a timeless message
of worthiness and female power.
ately latched onto the concept as
a way of transforming my “boring” eyes into ones I believed to
be more beautiful. If that’s not an
internalization of Western beauty
standards, I don’t know what is. I
spent the next three years with my
eyelids covered in scratchy tape or
layers of special glue. The result?
My eyes are permanently doublelidded, no longer a clearly visible
testament to my ancestry.
When I think back to this period of my life, I remember how
insecure and lost I felt. Changing
my eyes represented the small bit
of control I could wrest from the
uncontrollable tide of change in
other areas of my life. If I could do
it all again, I might choose differently knowing what I do now.
erally not positive, there is certainly
hope for the future. More ought to
be said about this topic. However,
this is only a succinct prelude to my
next article, in which I will delve
deeper into my own experiences
in the land of the tsars, what I’ve
taken away from it and where I can
go with my knowledge. Until then,
до скорого, Lawrentians!
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